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31 October 2009 Closing date for first round applications for 
postgraduate programs (internal and external 
programs) for first half-year 2010

11 December 2009 Final closing date for applications for external/distance 
postgraduate programs for first half-year 2010

8 January 2010 Final closing date for applications for internal/on 
campus postgraduate programs for first half-year 2010 
(applications only considered if places remain)

February 2010 (TBA) Enrolment for new local students (including current 
students enrolling into new programs)

22 February 2010 Classes commence for first half-year 2010

31 March 2010 CENSUS DATE

28 May 2010 First and final closing date for applications to all 
external/distance postgraduate programs for  
second half-year 2010 
First closing date for applications for internal/on 
campus postgraduate programs for second  
half-year 2010

30 June 2010 Final closing date for applications for internal/on 
campus postgraduate programs for second half-year 
2010 (applications only considered if places remain)

July 2010 (TBA) Enrolment for new local students (including current 
students enrolling into new programs)

2 August 2010 Classes commence for second half-year 2010

31 August 2010 CENSUS DATE

Enquiries

Phone: (02) 9850 1420
Fax: (02) 9850 1440 
Email: info@pict.mq.edu.au 
Web: www.pict.mq.edu.au 

Postal address

Centre for Policing, Intelligence and Counter Terrorism 
Level 2, Y3A 
Macquarie University, NSW 2109 

Visit in person

Centre for Policing, Intelligence and Counter Terrorism 
Level 2, Y3A 
Balaclava Road, North Ryde, NSW

Every reasonable effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the information in this booklet. 
However, the information is subject to change from time to time. The University reserves the right to 
vary, without notice, any information relating to the provision of courses or units of study including 
the content, mode or time or offering of such courses or units, the withdrawal of any course or unit 
for whatever reason, and the fees applicable to enrolment in any course or unit of study. 

Cover image: Brett Cornish
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2 Macquarie University Postgraduate Course Prospectus

Macquarie has continued to be a pioneer in Australian higher 
education, as reflected in our growing reputation in the area 
of research. Macquarie is respected as an innovative and 
entrepreneurial university with an exceptional commitment 
to scholarly, flexible, interdisciplinary studies. Enrolling its first 
undergraduate students in 1967, Macquarie now has over 32,000 
students, including more than 11,500 postgraduate students, and 
has conferred more than 100,000 awards.

Macquarie is situated on beautiful parkland at North Ryde,  
15 kilometres north-west of Sydney’s CBD. The natural setting 
has been maintained and also includes substantial open green 
areas for sporting and other activities surrounding the University’s 
teaching and research facilities. The campus is accessible by bus 
and train from the city and surrounding suburbs. 

Macquarie City Campus, in the heart of the Sydney Central 
Business District, provides further study options. Conveniently 
located above Wynyard train station, Macquarie City Campus is 
strategically located in close proximity to numerous local and 
international business headquarters.

Macquarie offers outstanding opportunities for postgraduate 
study through a wide range of postgraduate programs and  
world-class research centres. The Macquarie University Research 
Park, our on-campus technology precinct, provides opportunities 
for many Macquarie students to participate in research projects 
with companies located in the area.

As one of Australia’s premier teaching 
and research institutions, Macquarie 
University has developed from a small 
but innovative institution to a  
multi-faceted university in the heart of 
one of Australia’s major high-technology 
parks over the past four decades.

         Creating a 

postgraduate 
      community
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Postgraduate options
With over 300 postgraduate coursework and 
research programs, Macquarie University offers a 
broad range of options for postgraduate study. 
Coursework degrees lead to three types of 
accreditation: Masters, Postgraduate Diploma or 
Postgraduate Certificate. Some coursework studies 
may be undertaken on a distance education basis 
with attendance at intensive on-campus sessions.

The University also offers research programs 
which may be taken either full-time or part-time; 
arrangements may be made for supervision of 
research to be conducted by distance mode under 
certain conditions. Students can either enrol in a 
pure research program or a combined research and 
coursework program.

In an increasingly borderless world, international 
experience is vital. Macquarie has an extensive 
Student Exchange Program with links to over 300 
exchange partners in 60 countries worldwide.

Looking forward
New courses are continually being developed 
to meet the changing needs of the community 
and to equip students with the skills to meet 
the challenges of modern society. Postgraduate 
students at Macquarie enjoy exceptional resources 
for study including advanced computing facilities 
and research laboratories. A new state-of-the-art 
$92 million campus library, which will include 
Australia’s first automated document storage and 
retrieval system, is scheduled to open in 2010.PH
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Research and industry partnerships
Macquarie is committed to developing collaborations with Australian and 
international industries which lead to innovative research and teaching outcomes.

Major partners include Cochlear Limited which will move its headquarters and 
principal manufacturing facilities to Macquarie University by 2010; Macquarie 
University Hospital which when opened in the first half of 2010 will be the most 
modern healthcare facility in the country; Macquarie University Clinic which will 
consist of  
18 specialist consulting suites featuring teams of the best clinicians in specialisations 
such as neurosurgery, cardiology, urology, ophthalmology, plastic and reconstructive 
surgery, and orthopaedics; and the Macquarie Hearing Hub which will see Australia’s 
leading organisations dedicated to helping the hearing impaired locate on the 
Macquarie campus in 2011.

Macquarie, through the Australian School of Advanced Medicine, has also formed 
a new medical alliance with GE Healthcare to tackle brain diseases including 
hypertension and arteriovenous malformations (AVMs).

Student services and facilities
Macquarie provides a comprehensive range of services and facilities for students. 
These include childcare centres on campus, three on-campus accommodation 
complexes, a career development office, a counselling and health service, food 
outlets, catering services and entertainment facilities.

The University’s $17 million Sport and Aquatic Centre opened in mid-2007. It 
has a 50 metre FINA-compliant competition swimming pool, a 25 metre heated 
indoor swimming pool, gymnasium and numerous additional sport and recreation 
opportunities for students.

Macquarie will open a new campus library in 2010, providing a 21st century learning 
and research environment. The new building will feature an environment designed 
to accommodate students’ needs, including adaptable, high-tech personal and 
collaborative learning spaces, learning lounges which will be open 24 hours a 
day and dedicated postgraduate research areas. Services and facilities available to 

students will include specialist academic outreach 
librarians, support for technology enabled learning, 
a café and Australia’s first automated book storage 
and retrieval system.

Student accommodation is available at Macquarie 
University Village and at two residential colleges 
which are only a few minutes’ walk from the 
academic and administrative buildings on campus.

Transport
The campus is accessible by bus, train and car from 
the city and surrounding suburbs. See page 19 for 
more information on transport options.

Ken Barker
Master in Policing, Intelligence and 
Counter Terrorism

I chose to undertake my Masters at 
Macquarie largely because of the  
calibre of personnel.

Lecturers include people such as Clive 
Williams and Paul O’Sullivan who I associate 
with the intelligence industry and regard  
as leaders in their field. I also chose 
Macquarie because of its focus towards 
external studies and students – the only way 
for me to be able to complete this program is 
via external means.

The staff at Macquarie are very willing to 
help with any matter regardless of the size 
of the problem and are very flexible and 
understanding to individual requirements. 
Also, numerous resources are readily 
available to students.



Information for applicants
Admission requirements
Macquarie University program information 
presented in this booklet is only applicable to 
Australian citizens, New Zealand citizens and 
Australian permanent residents. If you are applying 
as an international student, please refer to the 
‘International applicants’ section on page 8.

The basic admission qualification for postgraduate 
courses is completion of a recognised Bachelor 
degree. Admission is competitive and applicants 
will be considered on academic merit and 
any other criteria as specified by the Faculty. 
Details of admission qualifications and any 
additional requirements such as work experience, 
supplementary forms or interviews are listed in the 
information for each course. Details can also be 
obtained by contacting the Student Enquiry Service 
on (02) 9850 1420 or at coursework@mq.edu.au.

In exceptional cases, an applicant may be admitted as a candidate for a specific 
course if the applicant submits other evidence of academic and/or professional 
attainments and the admission is approved by Academic Senate. 

English proficiency
Applicants whose first language is not English will need to provide evidence  
of English proficiency. Visit www.postgrad.mq.edu.au/admissioninfo.htm for 
specific details regarding proficiency, including recognised tests acceptable for 
English proficiency.

How to apply 
Applications for some programs must be lodged through the Universities 
Admissions Centre (UAC) while applications for other programs are lodged directly 
with Macquarie University. The 2010 Schedule of Coursework Programs at www.
postgrad.mq.edu.au/forms.html sets out the method of application. Please ensure 
that you lodge your application at the correct location as incorrectly lodged 
applications will not be processed.

If the Schedule indicates that you must apply directly to Macquarie University, go to 
www.postgrad.mq.edu.au/forms.html to access the application form or contact the 
Student Enquiry Service for application information. 

Enrolment
Acceptance of offer
Most applicants who have been offered a place in 2010 will be required to enrol 
online. Advice on how to enrol online will be forwarded to all successful applicants.

Credit for previous studies
Candidates who have completed an award at postgraduate level at Macquarie 
University or another tertiary institution may receive credit up to one-quarter of the 
total credit points for the course. Those who have completed one or more units at 
postgraduate level at another tertiary institution, where the units do not form part 
of a complete course, may receive credit up to one-half of the total credit points for 
the course.

Credit cannot be granted for units completed elsewhere unless they correspond to 
units in the Macquarie study pattern (program).

Credit for previous studies is only granted if the studies have been completed within 
the previous ten years. Undergraduate units, professional qualifications and work 
experience do not attract credit.

Where Macquarie University offers a set of articulated coursework awards (degree/
diploma/certificate), candidates who are enrolled in and who have completed 
requirements for one of the lesser courses in the set may have that award conferred 
and also receive full credit towards the higher award for relevant studies completed. 
If the lesser awards lead to several higher awards, the credit from the lesser awards 
in the pathway can only be used once.

Applicants should request credit at the time of application for admission or before 
enrolment. Certified full official transcripts (not result slips) of your previous tertiary 
studies and a description of all subjects completed, taken from the institution’s 
official handbook/calendar for the appropriate year, or other appropriate evidence, 
should be submitted along with your application. Direct entry applicants can 
request credit as part  of their application.

Macquarie University Postgraduate Course Prospectus6

PH
o

To
: H

o
LIM

A
G

E



Fees and charges
As specified within program details in this booklet, postgraduate coursework 
programs are either fee-paying programs or they have Commonwealth supported 
places for which the Australian Government makes a contribution to the University 
towards the cost of a student’s education. 

Fee-paying (tuition fees) programs
Tuition fees are calculated on a per credit point basis. Students are charged on 
the basis of the number of postgraduate credit points attempted and not for the 
number successfully completed. Tuition fees are payable each half year on the basis 
of the student load for that half year. The fees for each course are listed under each 
course heading. Fees are indexed each year.

Commonwealth supported places (CSP)
A Commonwealth supported place (prior to 2005 known as a HECS place) is a higher 
education place for which the Australian Government makes a contribution to the 
University towards the cost of a student’s education and the student also makes a 
contribution. This is called your student contribution. For eligible students, student 
contribution amounts can be paid through HECS-HELP. The Going to Uni website at 
www.goingtouni.gov.au provides further information about HECS-HELP. 

Commonwealth supported places are available to: 

•	 Australian citizens;

•	 New Zealand citizens, or holders of an Australian permanent visa, who are 
enrolled in unit/s of study that are Commonwealth supported and who are 
residents in Australia for the duration of the unit/s of study. 

Where it has been stated that a program has 
Commonwealth supported places, it is expected 
that, based on current enrolment numbers, all new 
students in that program will be given a CSP. If it is 
necessary to limit numbers, the CSP will be awarded 
on academic merit.

The availability of Commonwealth supported places 
may change from year to year and the University 
reserves the right to vary, without notice, any 
information relating to fees applicable to enrolment 
in any course or unit of study. Where a program is 
listed in this booklet as CSP/$nnn, the amount after 
CSP is the cost per credit point that would apply if 
there were no available Commonwealth supported 
places in that course.

Fees listed in this booklet are applicable to 
domestic award fee-paying students only, that is, 
Australian and New Zealand citizens and Australian 
permanent residents. International students should 
refer to the Macquarie International website at  
www.international.mq.edu.au.
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Financial assistance
FEE-HELP Loan Scheme
FEE-HELP is a loan scheme that assists eligible students to pay their tuition fees. FEE-
HELP can cover all or part of a student’s tuition fees. over their lifetime a student may 
borrow through FEE-HELP an amount up to the FEE-HELP limit to pay their tuition fees.

A FEE-HELP loan is repaid through the Australian Taxation office. You must provide 
your Tax File Number to the University on the FEE-HELP application by the census 
date. Repayment will commence once your income is above the minimum 
threshold for compulsory payment. For 2008 the threshold was set at $39,825.

You are eligible for FEE-HELP assistance for a unit of study if you:

•	 have received an offer of a domestic tuition fee-paying place for  
your course of study;

•	 enrol in the unit on or before the census date and remain enrolled at the  
end of the census date;

•	 meet the citizenship or residency requirements, which means you are either

 - an Australian Citizen, or

 - a holder of a permanent humanitarian visa who will be resident in Australia 
for the duration of the unit;

 - are not Commonwealth supported in relation to that unit;

 - submit your tax file number (TFN) to the higher education provider;

 - have completed, signed and submitted a valid Request for Fee-Help 
assistance (CAF) form;

 - have not exceeded the FEE-HELP limit.

For further information on FEE-HELP, visit the Department of Education, Employment 
and Workplace Relations website at www.goingtouni.gov.au.

Equity scholarships
Macquarie University has a scheme for a limited number of eligible students to enrol 
in a tuition fee course at a reduced rate. Eligibility for the Equity Scholarships will be 
based on receipt of a means and assets tested living allowance from Centrelink and 
will also be subject to certain other conditions. 

Visit www.mq.edu.au/postgrad/fees.html#equityschol or contact the Student Enquiry 
Service for application forms and details of the requirements for the scholarship.

Re-admission
Previous Macquarie University students who are 
returning to the same program (and who were 
not enrolled in 2009) should visit www.postgrad.
mq.edu.au/forms.html or contact the Student 
Enquiry Service to access the re-admission 
application form. 

If your request for re-admission is successful you will 
be admitted into the current version of your course 
and you will be liable for the current year’s fees for 
your course. 

If you are applying to return to a program in which 
you were given Early Withdrawn results for all 
units, you should not complete a re-admission 
application but should complete a new admission 
application form.

International applicants
International students who are not permanent  
residents of Australia should apply to Macquarie  
International. For further information please  
contact Macquarie International: 

Tel:  (02) 9850 7346 
Email:  iso@mq.edu.au 
Web:  www.international.mq.edu.au

PHoTo: BRETT CoRNISH
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SECURITy STUDIES

Master of Policing, Intelligence and 
Counter Terrorism

This program covers a wide range of issues related to policing, 
intelligence and counter terrorism in international and national 
contexts, including the political, cultural, religious, economic 
and intelligence aspects. The desirability of rigorous analysis, the 
development of sound policies and the need to understand local 
and sectional aspirations and ideologies in dealing with particular 
issues, countries and communities is emphasised. Also considered 
is the development and implementation of strategies and tactics 
to counter terrorism. Recent case studies are drawn on to evaluate 
different possible approaches. The impact of media and modern 
communications technology on policing, intelligence gathering and 
security is also covered.

The program offers an intensive analysis of the challenges, threats 
and opportunities confronting the Pacific region in particular 
and is constantly revised and updated. The program considers 
both historical and contemporary dilemmas that may influence 
intelligence gathering and analysis, policy development and 
implementation in the region.

Enquiries

Louise Hutchence
Tel: (02) 9850 1421
Fax: (02) 9850 1440
Email: louise.hutchence@mq.edu.au
Web:  www.pict.mq.edu.au

Admission information

Fees per credit point: $572

Full-time candidature length (years): 1/EqP

Attendance modes: internal, external

Commencing: first half-year, second half-year

Study modes: full-time, part-time

Admission requirements: Bachelor degree

Credit points required for the award: 32

Program structure 

For the full structure of the study pattern SEST03P Policing, 
Intelligence and Counter Terrorism, please refer to the online 
handbook at www.handbook.mq.edu.au or enquire with the contact 
person listed above.

Units available for study within the program include:

Cybercrime and Cyberterrorism

Forensic Science and Security

Intelligence Integration: Security and Policing

International Security and the State

National Security and Counter Terrorism Issues

Regional Security and Intelligence

Research Project (8 credit points)

Security and the Media

Security in Business and Government

Strategic Policing and Intelligence

Terrorism Issues

Theories of Political Violence and Terrorism
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Admission information

Fees per credit point: $572

Full-time candidature length (years): 0.5/EqP

Attendance modes: internal, external

Commencing: first half-year, second half-year

Study modes: full-time, part-time

Admission requirements: Bachelor degree or sufficient relevant 
professional experience

Credit points required for the award: 12

Program structure

For the full structure of the study pattern SEST08P Policing, 
Intelligence and Counter Terrorism, please refer to the online 
handbook at www.handbook.mq.edu.au or enquire with the contact 
person listed above.

Units available for study within the program include those 
available within the Master of Policing, Intelligence and Counter 
Terrorism, listed above under SEST03P, with the exception of the 
Research Project and Internship unit/s.

Master of International  
Security Studies

The Master of International Security Studies has a security focus, 
studying the major changes in the international system in the 
aftermath of 11 September 2001.

The program is designed for Australian and international students 
who work or wish to work within the fields of strategy, policy, 
diplomacy, politics and security studies in either government or non-
government organisations. 

As well a full-time on campus study, the program offers the 
opportunity for candidates to undertake master level study in the 
context of their workplace, supervised and coordinated through a 
program of web-based activities.

Enquiries

Louise Hutchence
Tel: (02) 9850 1421
Fax: (02) 9850 1440
Email: louise.hutchence@mq.edu.au
Web:  www.pict.mq.edu.au

Admission information

Fees per credit point: $572

Full-time candidature length (years): 1/EqP

Attendance modes: internal, external

Commencing: first half-year, second half-year

Study modes: full-time, part-time

Admission requirements: Bachelor degree

Credit points required for the award: 32

Postgraduate Diploma in Policing, 
Intelligence and Counter Terrorism

The Postgraduate Diploma comprises coursework units at the same 
standard as the corresponding Master degree and articulation to 
higher award is possible in many cases.

Enquiries

Louise Hutchence
Tel: (02) 9850 1421
Fax: (02) 9850 1440
Email: louise.hutchence@mq.edu.au
Web:  www.pict.mq.edu.au

Admission information

Fees per credit point: $572

Full-time candidature length (years): 1/EqP

Attendance modes: internal, external

Commencing: first half-year, second half-year

Study modes: full-time, part-time

Admission requirements: Bachelor degree or substantial professional 
experience

Credit points required for the award: 24

Program structure

For the full structure of the study pattern SEST05P Policing, 
Intelligence and Counter Terrorism, please refer to the online 
handbook at www.handbook.mq.edu.au or enquire with the contact 
person listed above.

Units available for study within the program include those 
available within the Master of Policing, Intelligence and Counter 
Terrorism, listed above under SEST03P, with the exception of the 
optional Research Project and Internship unit/s.

Postgraduate Certificate in Policing, 
Intelligence and Counter Terrorism

The Postgraduate Certificate comprises coursework units at the same 
standard as the corresponding Postgraduate Diploma and Master 
degree and articulation to higher award is possible in many cases.

Enquiries

Louise Hutchence
Tel: (02) 9850 1421
Fax: (02) 9850 1440
Email: louise.hutchence@mq.edu.au
Web:  www.pict.mq.edu.au
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Units available for study within the program include those 
available within the Master of Policing, Intelligence and Counter 
Terrorism, listed above under SEST15P, with the exception of the 
Research Project and Internship unit/s.

Postgraduate Certificate in 
International Security Studies
The Postgraduate Certificate comprises coursework units at the same 
standard as the corresponding Master degree and articulation to 
higher award is possible in many cases.

Enquiries

Louise Hutchence
Tel: (02) 9850 1421
Fax: (02) 9850 1440
Email: louise.hutchence@mq.edu.au
Web:  www.pict.mq.edu.au

Admission information

Fees per credit point: $572

Full-time candidature length (years): 0.5/EqP

Attendance modes: internal, external

Commencing: first half-year, second half-year

Study modes: full-time, part-time

Admission requirements: Bachelor degree or substantial professional 
experience

Credit points required for the award: 12

Program structure

For the full structure of the study pattern SEST20P Policing, 
Intelligence and Counter Terrorism, please refer to the online 
handbook at www.handbook.mq.edu.au or enquire with the contact 
person listed above.

Units available for study within the program include those 
available within the Master of Policing, Intelligence and Counter 
Terrorism, listed above under SEST15P, with the exception of the 
Research Project and Internship unit/s.

Master of Policing, Intelligence 
and Counter Terrorism/Master of 
International Security Studies

The combined degree of Master of Policing, Intelligence and 
Counter Terrorism with the Master of International Security Studies 
is intended for Australian and international practitioners who work 
or wish to work within the fields of policing, intelligence and counter 
terrorism, strategy, policy, diplomacy, politics and security studies 
in either government or non-government organisations. As well as 
full-time on campus study, the program offers the opportunity for 
candidates to undertake master level study in the context of their 
workplace, supervised and coordinated through a program of web-
based activities.

Program structure

For the full structure of the study pattern SEST15P Policing, 
Intelligence and Counter Terrorism, please refer to the online 
handbook at www.handbook.mq.edu.au or enquire with the contact 
person listed above.

Units available for study within the program include:

Arms Control and Disarmament

Arms Industries and Trade

Border Security and Migration

Economic and Resource Security

Global Health Threats and Responses

Humanitarian Intervention and Peacekeeping

International Crime

International Security Law

International Security Theory

National Security and Counter Terrorism Issues

Organisations of Global Security

Regional Security and Intelligence

Regional Security Organisations

Research Project

Strategic Doctrine and Technology

Postgraduate Diploma in International 
Security Studies

The Postgraduate Diploma comprises coursework units at the same 
standard as the corresponding Master degree and articulation to 
higher award is possible in many cases.

Enquiries

Louise Hutchence
Tel: (02) 9850 1421
Fax: (02) 9850 1440
Email: louise.hutchence@mq.edu.au
Web:  www.pict.mq.edu.au

Admission information

Fees per credit point: $572

Full-time candidature length (years): 1/EqP

Attendance modes: internal, external

Commencing: first half-year, second half-year

Study modes: full-time, part-time

Admission requirements: Bachelor degree or substantial professional 
experience

Credit points required for the award: 24

Program structure

For the full structure of the study pattern SEST17P Policing, 
Intelligence and Counter Terrorism, please refer to the online 
handbook at www.handbook.mq.edu.au or enquire with the contact 
person listed above.
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Enquiries

Louise Hutchence
Tel: (02) 9850 1421
Fax: (02) 9850 1440
Email: louise.hutchence@mq.edu.au
Web:  www.pict.mq.edu.au

Admission information

Fees per credit point: $572

Full-time candidature length (years): 1.5/EqP

Attendance modes: internal, external

Commencing: first half-year, second half-year

Study modes: full-time, part-time

Admission requirements: Bachelor degree

Credit points required for the award: 48

Program structure

For the full structure of the study pattern SEST25P Policing, 
Intelligence and Counter Terrorism, please refer to the online 
handbook at www.handbook.mq.edu.au or enquire with the contact 
person listed above.

Units available for study within the program include:

Economic and Resource Security

Global Health Threats and Responses

International Security and the State

International Security Law

International Security Theory

Organisations of Global Security

Regional Security and Intelligence

Regional Security Organisations

Research Project

Security and the Media

Strategic Doctrine and Technology

Strategic Policing and Intelligence

Terrorism Issues

Theories of Political Violence and Terrorism

Postgraduate Certificate in 
Intelligence

The Postgraduate Certificate in Intelligence is designed to prepare 
students for a role within the Australian Intelligence community 
based upon a theoretical understanding of intelligence issues.

Enquiries

Louise Hutchence
Tel: (02) 9850 1421
Fax: (02) 9850 1440
Email: louise.hutchence@mq.edu.au
Web:  www.pict.mq.edu.au
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Admission information

Fees per credit point: $572

Full-time candidature length (years): 0.5/EqP

Attendance modes: internal, external

Commencing: first half-year, second half-year

Study modes: full-time, part-time

Admission requirements: Bachelor degree or sufficient relevant 
professional experience

Credit points required for the award: 12

Program structure

For the full structure of the study pattern SEST30P Policing, 
Intelligence and Counter Terrorism, please refer to the online 
handbook at www.handbook.mq.edu.au or enquire with the contact 
person listed above.

Units available for study within the program include:

Cybercrime and Cyberterrorism

Intelligence Analysis: Theory and Practice

Intelligence Integration: Security and Policing

Regional Security and Intelligence

Security and the Media

Strategic Policing and Intelligence

Postgraduate Diploma in  
Computer Forensics
The Postgraduate Diploma in Computer Forensic is designed to  
equip students with an understanding of both the contextual  
and technological issues related to this discipline. The program  
will develop students’ professional awareness, knowledge and 
response to a range of potential security risks associated with 
information technology. 

Enquiries

Louise Hutchence
Tel: (02) 9850 1421
Fax: (02) 9850 1440
Email: louise.hutchence@mq.edu.au
Web:  www.pict.mq.edu.au

Admission information

Fees per credit point: $572

Full-time candidature length (years): 1/EqP

Attendance modes: internal, external

Commencing: first half-year, second half-year

Study modes: full-time, part-time

Admission requirements: Bachelor degree or sufficient relevant 
professional experience

Credit points required for the award: 24

Program structure

For the full structure of the study pattern SEST35P Computer 
Forensics, please refer to the online handbook at www.handbook.
mq.edu.au or enquire with the contact person listed above.

Units available for study within the program include:

Assessment of Low Level File and Operating Systems

Business Management: An Overview

Computer Forensics: Practice and Procedure

Hardware

IT Security

Legal Practice and Procedure

Networking

Research Project

Software Design and Tools

Postgraduate Certificate in  
Computer Forensics

The Postgraduate Certificate in Computer Forensics is a subset of the 
Postgraduate Diploma in Computer Forensics. It is designed to equip 
students with a basic understanding of the theory underpinning 
this discipline and to develop students’ professional awareness of 
potential security risk associated with information technology.

Enquiries

Louise Hutchence
Tel: (02) 9850 1421
Fax: (02) 9850 1440
Email: louise.hutchence@mq.edu.au
Web:  www.pict.mq.edu.au

Admission information

Fees per credit point: $572

Full-time candidature length (years): 0.5/EqP

Attendance modes: internal, external

Commencing: first half-year, second half-year

Study modes: full-time, part-time

Admission requirements: Bachelor degree or sufficient relevant 
professional experience

Credit points required for the award: 12

Program structure

For the full structure of the study pattern SEST35P Computer 
Forensics, please refer to the online handbook at www.handbook.
mq.edu.au or enquire with the contact person listed above.

Units available for study within the program include those 
available within the Postgraduate Diploma in Computer Forensics, 
listed above under SEST15P, with the exception of the optional 
Research Project unit.
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Please note that not all of the units listed are available at 
all times. Up-to-date information about unit availability 
is available from the relevant website listed in the 
information for each program.

Alternatively, you may enquire with the relevant contact 
person, also listed in the information for each program.

Units may have prerequisites and/or corequisites. For 
information regarding these please refer to the Handbook 
of Postgraduate Studies at www.handbook.mq.edu.au

ISS801 International Security Theory 
There has been a rich debate for several hundred years as to the 
various ways the security of peoples’ lives and properties can be 
ensured. This unit examines those various theories ranging from the 
use of force, the rule of international law and non-forcible ways of 
achieving order and harmony.

ISS802 Arms Industries and Trade 
Arms production and trade represents a major part of the global 
economy which is often overlooked in standard economic analysis. 
This unit examines in detail not only the scale of this sector but also 
the political implications which flow from it in terms of determining 
global power and contributing to the occurrence of conflicts.

ISS803 Economic and Resource Security 
This unit examines how the international economy is not just 
maintained by market forces but is secured by the security 
apparatuses of states and international organisations. Security forces 
have always been concerned not just with the integrity of sovereign 
borders but also with economic and resource interests which lie 
outside the borders of state.

ISS804 Strategic Doctrine and Technology 
An understanding of the development of military technology is 
essential to understanding the past and future changes in strategic 
doctrine and hence policy in international security. Great debate 
continues whether technology changes policy or vice versa. The 
unit looks at the two-way relationship in the past, present and future 
which shape international security studies policy.

ISS805 Arms Control and Disarmament 
The Industrial Revolution has led to dramatic scientific and 
technological advances that have been used to create deadly 
weapons. As these weapons have proliferated, important efforts 
have been undertaken to destroy, control or prohibit them, generally 
at the international level. This unit examines these developments, 
focusing on each broad category of weapons.

ISS806 International Security Law 
Thomas Hobbes said “covenants without swords are merely words”. 
This unit examines the legal framework of states and international 
organisations which has been erected to provide international 
security. Such issues as the right to use force by states and the 
United Nations, in matter such as self defence, humanitarian 
intervention and peacekeeping are studies in detail. Laws against 
violence by non-state actors are also considered.

Unit  
descriptions 
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ISS807 Border Security and Migration 
The modern sovereign state was established on the assumption 
of a fixed population. The traditional global movements of people 
are increasingly challenging this assumption driven in part by the 
unequal impacts of economic globalisation and the conflict that 
results from it. This unit examines the nature of this movement and 
the measures being taken by states and international organisations 
to control it.

ISS808 Organisations of Global Security 
This unit examines the institutional structure which has been built 
up to deliver international security. The unit starts with a study of 
the security dimensions of the typical modern state and proceeds 
to trace the development of international organisations which 
increasingly share this role. The recent emergence of private security 
organisations is also covered.

ISS809 Research Project 
This unit is a substantial research project of 10,000-12,000 words on 
an approved topic. The project will be supervised by PICT staff.

ISS810 Research Project A 
This unit is a substantial research project of 5,000-6,000 words on an 
approved topic. The project will be supervised by PICT staff.

ISS811 Research Project B 
This unit is a substantial research project of 5,000-6,000 words on an 
approved topic. The project will be supervised by PICT staff.

ISS812 Methods of Research and Writing 
This unit teaches students how to select an academically-disciplined 
research topic, identify and locate the essential primary and secondary 
source materials. The student is then instructed how to organise and 
assess this material by completing a primary and secondary source 
literature review. Finally, the student is taught how to structure and 
express in writing an academic argument on the thesis topic.

ISS813 Regional Security Organisations 
This unit looks at the respective regional security organisations that 
have been established around the globe including the European 
Union, the organisation of American States and ASEAN. Closer 
attention is paid to the motives for and the problems involved with 
regional collaboration to address what are perceived as common 
problems. Regional zones of peace are also considered.

ISS814 International Crime 
Academic study has largely neglected the area of policing and 
crime. Globalisation has seen an expansion of the scale and 
transnationalism of crime. States increasingly recognise international 
crime cannot be dealt with without international cooperation - by 
states and through multilateral organisations. The unit examines such 
threats as and responses to traffic in drugs, contraband,  
women and children as well as financial crime and other forms of 
serious fraud.

ISS815 Humanitarian Intervention and Peacekeeping 
Since the First World War, the dominant international trend has 
been to restrict greatly the use of international force to self defence. 
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In recent years, there has been a revival of the old concept of 
humanitarian intervention when it is deemed a state cannot protect 
or indeed is threatening its own citizens. In addition, there had been 
a major expansion in multilateral peacekeeping operations usually 
under the auspices of the United Nations.

ISS816 Internship 
This unit provides for students to complete an approximately 12 
week internship at an appropriate government or non-government 
organisation concerned broadly with security issues. The student 
completes a weekly journal as well as a final report and gives 
a PowerPoint presentation on their experience. The respective 
workplace supervisor submits a report.

ISS817 Global Health Threats and Responses 
one expected consequence of globalisation has been the 
emergence of transnational health threats. This unit examines the 
major threats such as AIDS, bird flu, SARS, Ebola, cholera and many 
others. It details responses by states and international organisations 
to deal with the problems.

PICT801 Theories of Political Violence and Terrorism 
An historical analysis of political violence and terror including a 
study of non-state threats against the state. It will frame current 
issues in terrorism against the historical experiences as well as both 
ideological and religious terrorism.

PICT802 Terrorism Issues 
A study of conflict, encompassing regions such as the Middle East, 
South-East Asia, Europe and the United States. The unit explores 
the motivation and prevailing ideologies of regimes, states and 
individuals in both promoting and countering the practices of 
political violence. Please note: this unit will be offered as a block 
session, to be taught in Canberra. Please contact the Department of 
Modern History and Politics for further details.

Please note: this unit will be offered as a block session, to be taught 
in Canberra.

PICT803 Regional Security and Intelligence 
This unit is concerned with the geo-political context of Australia and 
emphasises recent history and institutional structure of Australia in 
generating feasible policy options, ‘whole of government’ strategies 
and operational tactics.

PICT804 International Security and the State 
This unit provides a broad geopolitical context looking at the 
modern state and the use of force. Traditional security perspectives 
will be examined in conjunction with the Cold War and compared 
with alternative security frameworks. Particular attention will be 
given to the role of weak and failed states.

PICT805 Security and the Media 
This unit examines in depth one particular ‘institution’ of importance 
in both generating and managing the content of intelligence, 
policing and counter terrorism - the media. The freedom that makes 
Australia worth defending also presents a set of institutional issues to 
be dealt with.

PICT806 Strategic Policing and Intelligence 
This unit addresses contemporary strategic issues affecting policing 
in Australasia and neighbouring states. Issues cover the police role 
in countering terrorism, the professionalising of policing, off-shore 
policing, intelligence-gathering and intelligent policing, the power 
of forensic investigation in modern policing, the policing value 
equation, and security in modern communications.

PICT807 Forensic Science and Security 
This unit deals with the current didactic and analytical technology 
and practices and potential developments that are used and are 
likely to be available and used in providing comprehensive data, 
analysis and interpretation to law enforcement agencies, courts of 
law, governments and other agencies in the course of dealing with 
intelligence, policing and counter terrorism. Please note: this unit 
will be offered as a block session, to be taught in Sydney over two 
weekends. 

PICT808 Cybercrime and Cyberterrorism 
This unit will present a high-level overview of how cyberterrorist 
threats might be conceived in different horizontal applications, 
network and protocol layers. The unit explores how different vertical 
industries (eg the finance industry) face specific treats from their use 
of specific protocols and platforms. The “human factor” in dealing 
with cyberterrorist threats will be emphasised.

PICT809 Research Project 
This topic is a substantial research project of 10,000-12,000 words on 
an approved topic. The project will be supervised by PICT staff.

PICT810 Research Project A 
This unit is a substantial research project of 5,000-6,000 words on an 
approved topic. The project will be supervised by PICT staff.

PICT811 Research Project B 
This unit is a substantial research project of 5,000-6,000 words on an 
approved topic. The project will be supervised by PICT staff.

PICT812 Methods of Research and Writing 
This unit teaches students how to select an academically-disciplined 
research topic and identify and locate the essential primary and 
secondary source materials. The student is then instructed how 
to organise and assess this material by completing a primary and 
secondary source literature review. Finally, the student is taught how 
to structure and express in writing an academic argument on the 
thesis topic.

PICT813 Intelligence Analysis: Theory and Practice 
This course commences with hard insight into recent intelligence 
“failures”, followed by navigation of Australian and select 
international intelligence communities. This process will enable 
the identification of the implications and risks arising from the 
convergence between military, law enforcement and security, driven 
in part by global terrorism and complex organised crime.
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PICT814 Intelligence Integration: Security and 
Policing 
This unit is designed to present a framework for the effective, 
efficient and rigorous production and utilisation of intelligence 
analysis product within the areas of policing and national defence 
with specific reference to counter terrorism.

PICT816 Internship 
This unit provides for students to complete an approximately 12 
week internship at an appropriate government or non-government 
organisation concerned broadly with security issues. The student 
completes a weekly journal as well as a final report and gives a 
power-point presentation on their experience. The respective 
workplace supervisor submits a report.

PICT817 Security in Business and Government 
This course examines the importance of protective security in 
business and government. The course assesses the security threats 
and looks at the issues of fraud, ethics, corruption, white-collar crime, 
cybercrime and espionage. The course examines a number of real 
world case studies.

Please note: this unit will be offered as a block session, to be taught 
in Canberra. 

PICT818 National Security and Counter Terrorism 
Issues 
This course examines the structure and components of national 
security, including the roles of the intelligence and law enforcement 
communities, and considers which areas of the public and private 
sectors need to play a part. The course examines different homeland 
security models and what comprises an effective counter-terrorism 
strategy.

PICT819 Computer Forensics: Practice and 
Procedure 
This unit examines identification, verification and analysis of storage 
media in forensically saved matter, focussing on practice and 
procedure, principles of forensics, data verification and common 
work practices.

PICT820 Legal Practice and Procedure 
This unit provides an introduction to the legal context of forensics, 
nationally and internationally, investigating use of evidence, court 
procedure, rules and practice, precedents and administrative 
requirements.

PICT821 Assessment of Low Level File and 
Operating Systems 
This unit examines file structure systems, cache files, logs, operating 
system artefacts, temporal data, technical search strategies and 
gives an introduction to forensic software tools and their use in data 
preservation and recovery.

PICT822 Hardware 
This unit identifies hardware, storage media devices, looks at ID 
markings, non computer storage media, the function of hard drives 
and their operation and repair, types of storage devices, backup 
systems, portable devices and proprietary systems.

PICT823 Networking 
This unit investigates the system used in computer networking, 
current protocols, software and hardware.

PICT824 Software Design and Tools 
This unit examines the principles of software design, the 
programming of systems and binary data structures.

PICT825 IT Security 
This unit examines IT security including concealment, intrusion 
analysis, what is in place and how it affects the data under analysis, 
cryptology, viruses, stenography, malware and IT auditing.

PICT826 Business Management: An Overview 
This unit examines project management, business management, 
marketing and sales, client and team member management within 
the computer forensics area of the IT industry.

PICT837 Terrorist Support Networks and Operations 
The unit will examine a multiplicity of terrorist support structures 
including operational details and processes used for such activity. 
Each session will examine key support activities as undertaken by 
several terrorist groups, developing an understanding of trends and 
patterns commonly used for such activity. The sessions will use actual 
case studies with court transcripts of prosecutions which provide 
operational details of support activity.
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Bus services to Macquarie are provided by both Sydney Buses and 
private bus companies. Buses travel to Macquarie from the city, 
Manly, Woolwich, Parramatta, Ryde, Mona Vale, Mt Druitt, UWS 
Kingswood/Werrington/Nirimba, and Castle Hill. 

Train and other passengers can also connect with buses to 
Macquarie at Town Hall, Wynyard, Epping, Eastwood, West Ryde, 
Beecroft, North Sydney, St Leonards, Blacktown, Chatswood, 
Lindfield, Gordon, and Roseville stations.

Information about bus routes serving Macquarie is available at 
www.timetables.mq.edu.au. For specific timetable information 
telephone State Transit on 131 500 or the appropriate private bus 
company, or visit www.131500.com.au.

Public transport fare concession forms are available from the 
Coursework Student Enquiry Service once you have enrolled.

The Macquarie University Train Station opened in early 2009. The 
new underground passenger rail service links the Northern line at 
Epping with the North Shore line at Chatswood via North Ryde.

Travel by car
For those travelling by car, parking facilities are available on 
campus. An annual parking sticker entitles you to unlimited use of 
the parking facilities. otherwise, you can pay casual parking rates 
each time you enter. Penalties apply to unpaid parking rates.

Travel to Macquarie
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Booklets available 

ArTs

BusinEss AnD EcOnOMics

HuMAn sciEncEs

POlicing, inTElligEncE AnD  
cOunTEr TErrOrisM

sciEncE

HigHEr DEgrEE rEsEArcH PrOgrAMs 

For copies of the above booklets please contact:

Student Enquiry Service 
Level 1, Lincoln Building 

Macquarie University, NSW 2109

Phone (02) 9850 6410
Fax (02) 9850 7340 

Email coursework@mq.edu.au

The above booklets are also available  
electronically on the University’s website at  

www.postgradandbeyond.mq.edu.au
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